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GOVERNMENT CAR SHARE PLANS WELCOMED BY DRIVERS 

Over one in five (21 per cent) drivers are more likely to share their journey as a result of the
government's car share plans for the country's motorways, according to research from safe
driver champion, Privilege Insurance.

Almost half (48 per cent) of motorists actively support the introduction of car pool lanes on
key commuter routes, with almost a quarter (24 per cent) opposed to the plans. 

Nearly one in ten motorists (eight per cent) currently have a car pool arrangement in place
for their drive to work, according to Privilege's findings.  By the end of the 2006, over four
million UK drivers expect to be sharing car journeys on a regular basis (12 per cent), and by
2010 this will increase to nearer six million (17 per cent).

Drivers in the Midlands are currently most likely to car share, with those in London least
likely, the research shows.  Those in the South West are most supportive of car pool lanes
with those in the North West most opposed (see below league table).

And the car share plans could lead to increased road safety, according to the research.  One
in ten drivers say they have been involved in an accident when driving alone, compared to
just one in twenty who were driving with a passenger.

And it is not just accidents that are reduced by driving with a passenger, it seems.  Four in
ten motorists (39 per cent) have lost concentration while driving, but only two in ten (22 per
cent) have done so when driving with a passenger.  One in five drivers have been pulled
over by the police when driving alone due to the poor quality of their driving, compared to
just nine per cent who have been pulled over when driving with someone else in the car.

Ian Parker, Managing Director of Privilege Insurance, welcomed the government's plans and
said:
"Privilege's research demonstrates the potential road safety benefits of car sharing and high-
lights the support car sharing enjoys among many drivers.

Each year thousands of people are killed on our roads and tens of thousands more are seri-
ously injured.  If car pooling or sharing journeys encourages safer driving, then that should
be sufficient justification to prompt drivers and the government into rethinking their car use
habits and promoting the use of car pool lanes more vociferously."
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"Privilege would urge all drivers to consider the practicalities of car sharing and log onto our
website at www.privilege.com <http://www.privilege.com> for links to information about car
pool schemes across the country."

The research was conducted between 8th and 10th November 2005. YouGov interviewed a
sample of 2144 individuals in the UK. The survey was carried out online. Results were
weighted to be representative of the known profile of population from the 2001 Census.

Regional Statistics: Car pooling by region

% of drivers who 
currently car pool % of motorists that expect to car 

pool by 2010 % who support intro
duction of car pool

Region lanes 
Midlands 9 19 49
Scotland 9 17 46
East Anglia 9 14 45
North East 8 23 49
Wales 8 15 57
Yorkshire 7 17 39
North West 7 16 44
South East 7 13 49
South West 6 19 63
London 6 15 49
National average 8 17 48

According to the Census 2001, the population of Great Britain is 58,789,194 of which
46,161,595 are over 17.  75 per cent of these drive a car (34,621,196) of which 12 per cent
already or expect to car pool by the end of 2006 (4,154,543).  Another 5 per cent will believe
they will be car pooling by 2010 (5,885,603)

'Road Casualties in Great Britain - Main Results: 2004', Department for Transport, p5.  3,200
people die on the nations roads and 31,000 are injured.




